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The Problem: Although pipeline operators may discover or be alerted to leaks through various activities,
such as maintenance or odor complaints, these strategies will not consistently locate all hazardous leaks.
When natural gas migrates through the soil into a home, the odorant may be stripped from the gas, and
the resident would not be aware of the need to evacuate and alert the pipeline operator. In-home
methane detectors are one method of continuous monitoring that can help the public and pipeline
operators identify leaks and improve public safety. 2023 and 2024 were the deadliest two-year period
for pipelines in over a decade?, with many of those fatalities from building explosions that could have
benefited from in-home methane detection.

Background: The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has recommended the use of in-home
methane detectors?, sometimes also referred to as ‘natural gas detectors’ or simply ‘gas detectors’, to
alert the public of dangerous gas leaks and prevent home explosions. Methane detectors are similar to
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in that they are easy to install and relatively inexpensive. Where
they differ is that they can detect a gas leak well before it ignites, preventing a potentially catastrophic
explosion. Multiple NTSB investigations of home explosions have determined that the presence of an in-
home methane detector could have helped mitigate the consequences.

Recommendation: States should mandate the installation of in-home methane detectors in all
residential and commercial occupancies receiving gas service. While PST believes that this requirement
should be placed on the operator supplying gas to a home or building, it can also be required of the
owner of the structure. Examples of both are below.

Suggested Statutory Language

SEC___ . In-home methane detectors. A gas utility operator shall install an in-home methane detector to
any of the following in which the utility provides service:

A. Each unit in any building of multifamily occupancy;
B. A fraternity house, sorority house or dormitory that is affiliated with an educational facility;
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C. A children's home, emergency children's shelter, children's residential care facility, shelter for
homeless children or specialized children's home.;

D. A hotel, motel or inn;

E. A mixed use occupancy that contains a dwelling unit;

F. A business occupancy;

G. A mercantile occupancy;

H. A single family occupancy; and

I. An assembly occupancy

Example State Statutory Language (Maine)

For inquiries, please contact Amanda McKay, State Policy Advisor (amanda@pstrust.org)




