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Fact Sheet: Require Rupture Mitigation Valves on Existing Pipe in High 
Consequence Areas 

The Problem: Advancements to rupture mitigation valve technology have been made and adopted into 
PHMSA’s regulations, but these regulations do not apply to existing pipelines, even on older pipes in 
areas that could affect densely populated areas. Arguably these are the pipelines that need this 
technology the most. 

Background: In 2022, PHMSA revised its pipeline safety regulations to require rupture mitigation valves 
(RMVs), or alternative equivalent technologies, to newly constructed or entirely replaced onshore gas 
transmission, Type A gas gathering, and hazardous liquid pipelines with diameters of 6 inches or 
greater.1 The rule did not, however, require operators to retrofit older pipes because of the 
nonapplication clause found at 49 U.S.C. § 60104(b), which prohibits PHMSA from applying certain 
regulations to existing facilities.2 Because of this restriction, PHMSA fell short of implementing the 
National Transportation Safety Board’s recommendations made after the San Bruno Tragedy.3 

Excluding certain pipelines from implementation of critical safety technology based on age is dangerous. 
Older pipes are likely more prone to failure, and it is arbitrary to require critical safety technology on 
some but not all pipelines. Requiring operators to retrofit older pipelines with RMVs in high 
consequence areas (HCAs) would protect areas with more people and buildings that could be affected 
by a failure. Because of the nonapplication clause, however, Congress must draft self-executing 
language for PHMSA to have the authority to promulgate these regulations.   

Recommendation: Congress should mandate the retrofitting of older pipelines in HCAs with RMVs. 

Suggested Statutory Language  

Sec. __. RUPTURE MITIGATION VALVES ON EXISTING PIPE IN HIGH CONSEQUENCE AREAS. 

Section 60109(c) of title 49, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(13) All operators shall replace existing pipeline or install rupture mitigation valves or 
alternative equivalent technologies consistent with its Final Rule, Pipeline Safety: Requirement of 
Valve Installation and Minimum Rupture Detection Standards, on all existing pipelines in high 
consequence areas.”  

 

For inquiries, please contact Erin Sutherland, Policy & Program Director/Counsel (erin@pstrust.org) 

 
1 Pipeline Safety: Requirement of Valve Installation and Minimum Rupture Detection Standards, 87 Fed. Reg. 
20,940–992 (Apr. 8, 2022).  
2 See PST’s Fact Sheet on this provision for more information and further recommendations for reform.  
3 Nat’l Transp. Safety Bd., Press Release: NTSB Issues Response to PHMSA’s Valve and Rupture Detection Rule, (Apr. 
1, 2022) https://www.ntsb.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/NR20220401B.aspx.  
 


