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Questions to Ask Your State Pipeline Safety Regulator

As a legislator, it is important to know who to go to and what questions to ask about keeping
the public safe and well informed. Almost every state has regulatory staff dedicated to ensuring
that pipelines within that state are operating safely. The National Association of Pipeline Safety
Representatives (NAPSR) maintains a website where you can find the point person to ask

questions about pipeline safety oversight in your state. Below is a list of questions you might
want to ask your state pipeline safety regulator:

Regulator Jurisdiction

How many major incidents have occurred under our state’s jurisdiction in the past 5
years? How many people were injured or killed as a result of pipeline incidents?

Does our state have the authority to route and site both hazardous liquid and gas
pipelines? How does our state’s pipeline safety program coordinate with the federal
pipeline safety regulators?

What percentage of our state’s pipeline safety program budget is reimbursed by
PHMSA grant money?

How often do pipelines get inspected? How many miles of jurisdictional pipe exist per
inspector?

Modernizing Pipeline Infrastructure

How is our state addressing aging infrastructure? How many miles of leak-
prone/problematic pipe are still in service today? Do we have an inventory?

Has our state received federal grant funding for the replacement of leak-prone pipeline
infrastructure?

Do we mandate or suggest improved safety technology, such as fire shutoff valves or
in-home methane detectors?

Is our state concerned about federal rules that need to be updated?

Are there leak detection technology performance standards? How small of a leak can
that equipment detect?

Emerging Commodity Pipelines

You can use this QR code to find a preformatted letter to send to
your state pipeline safety regulator to begin this important
conversation.

Does our state have regulatory authority over hydrogen (including hydrogen blended
with natural gas), carbon dioxide, renewable natural gas, and liquefied natural gas?
How many of the above types of pipelines exist within our state?

Are hydrogen-blended pipelines required to be reported to regulators?

Are there any state safety regulations unique to these types of pipelines?

For any questions, please contact Amanda McKay, State Policy Advisor at amanda@pstrust.org



