
Our Nations Pipelines!

A Recipe for DISASTER!



Disaster Strikes!

On February 11, 2011 a gas 
pipeline explosion in Allentown 
killed 5 people and injured 60, 
leveled 8 homes and 
fragmented our community. 

The fire raged for almost eight 
hours and was caused by a 
break in a pipe that was over 80 
years old.  (No shut off valves) 

Elderly Couple home where 
blast originated did not have 
gas connection. 



+! After the Blast!

In the immediate days following the 
catastrophe, I wrote our state and 
federal representatives asking that 
action be taken expeditiously to 
insure that this does not happen 
again.  

• Congressman Dent Held a 
discussion on the issue with the PA 
Delegation. 

• Senator Casey immediately reached 
out to Secretary LaHood who visited 
site and vowed to push new pipeline 
safety regulations. 

UGI started to replace some cast Iron Pipe 
with new Plastic Pipe 

 



Problem Still Continues!

•  Since 2006 the city has 
experienced three major gas 
explosions destroying over 2 ½ 
city blocks. 

•  In the past 20 months, there have 
been at least 295 reported leaks in 
Allentown, nine of which resulted in 
neighborhood evacuations. 

•  In the past four years the city 
responded to 748 leak calls and 
performed 164 evacuations. 

•  Experienced leak just several weeks 
ago in street in front of 140 bed 
Nursing Home  (Two days after 
Rand Paul held up Pipeline Safety 
Act) 



+! Old and Aging Infrastructure!

Pipelines will be 
130 to 160 yrs. old 
by time 
replacement is 
complete in 
Allentown!

City has 79 miles of cast iron gas distribution 
lines (26% of UGI’s entire replacement area) 
 
Age of lines 90 to 120 years old 
 
Gas Company estimates it will take 40 years to 
replace (one to four miles of replacement per 
year) 
 



We Were Not Alone!

September 2010:  
San Bruno, CA 
8 dead, 60 injured 
55 homes destroyed!



January 2011: 
Philadelphia, PA  
1 dead, 5 injured,  
3 buildings destroyed!



August 2012: 
Brentwood, NY 
1 dead 
17 wounded!

New Milford, CT  
1 dead  
2 severely injured!



November 2012: 
Springfield MA 
42 Buildings Damaged 
18 Injured!



December 2012: 
Sissonville West Virginia 
20-inch transmission line destroyed five 
homes and severely damaged others!



February 2012 
Kansas City, MO 
Leveled a City Block 
1 Dead 
15 Injured!



The Human Toll!

Between 2010 - 2012       

21 died  - 145 injured 

 

Hundreds of millions in 
property loss....!



More Work Needed!

REGULATIONS 

There is currently a plethora of regulation and guidelines for the 
safety, replacement and upgrading of municipal water and sewer 
systems from the EPA, (Delaware and Chesapeake Basin 
Commissions and DEP).  Virtually NONE exist for natural gas 
pipelines. …..NONE. 

There is a need to define reasonable and predictable regulations to 
safeguard our community. 

Cities are no longer able to rely on the utilities for our safety nor can 
we rely on the existing national hodgepodge of state and federal 
regulations. 

We need better, tighter federal regulations to protect our citizens and 
our communities. 

 Cities must be proactive in ensuring higher safety standards.!

According to a recent 
NTSB hearing, there 
are a total of 500 gas 
inspectors in the 
entire country (state 
and federal). !



Finding a Solution!

Allentown applied for and was granted funding from a 
US DOT Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration Technical Assistance Grant to create a 
Mayors Council on Pipeline Safety (MCPS) 
 
With the help of the USCM and PML...we are creating a 
national coalition on Pipeline Safety to engage Mayors 
advocates and industry providers from across the 
country in a collaborative effort to define and develop 
pipeline safety protocol specific to our cities and 
communities. 
 
This new coalition will create a framework of procedures 
and protocol for cities and communities to improve 
safety through engineering, damage prevention, land 
use, public education, community awareness, 
emergency response preparedness and a system of 
open communications between cities throughout the 
country. 



+!

Mayors Council 
on Pipeline Safety!

MCPS is a national, bipartisan team of 
mayors, elected officials, fire chiefs, first 
responders, government and non-
government organizations, educators and 
citizens.   

Our goal is to achieve safer American 
communities through collaborative 
efforts.   

We will define and develop pipeline 
safety protocols specific to American 
cities that start with the grass roots and 
influence the advancement of safety 
recommendations into active and 
required best practices. 

In a time of aging gas pipeline 
infrastructure and widespread pipeline 
build out, public safety is our first priority. 

Our new web site intends to provide easy 
access to a support network for MCPS 
team members across the country. 

 

http://www.mayorspipeline.org/!



Become a Part of the Council !

We encourage anyone 
interested in the safety of our 
communities to join the 
Mayors’ Council on Pipeline 
Safety (MCPS). 
 
There is no time or financial 
commitment needed to get 
involved. We simply ask that 
you read and agree to uphold 
our Statement of Principles, 
then register to become a 
member.!



!
TOGETHER WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT THIS 

NEVER HAPPENS AGAIN!


